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SATURDAY: EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—3:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News
SAINT MAXIMILIAN KOLBE (1894-1941) - August 14

Perhaps most well known for his martyrdom in a concentration camp where he offered to
die in place of a father with a family, his story of sainthood began much earlier. He entered the
minor seminary of the Conventual Franciscans in his native Poland at a young age and was or-
dained a priest at 24. He founded The Militia of the Immaculata to fight evil through the positive
witness of a holy life. He also began a magazine to spread the good news and it eventually
reached one million subscribers. All that he did was driven by his devotion to the Blessed Mother,
for it was she who appeared to him holding in her hands one white and one red crown, asking him
if he would like to have purity or martyrdom. He chose both and lived out his days dedicated to
her and her son, until he died by starvation and lethal injection to save another man’s life. Alt-
hough we may not be called to physically die for another, there are many ways we can die to our-
selves each day in love and service to others. Let us follow the example of Saint Maximilian Kol-
be and be willing to lose our lives that we might find eternal life in heaven.

—Tami Urcia

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

The wonderful diversity of life and worship among Roman Catholics of East and West is an
example of God writing straight with crooked lines. The steady hand of the villainous Emperor
Diocletian drew a line across Europe and Africa that split the empire in two, and for the most part
determined how Christians would worship two thousand years later.

Italy’s heel and the far northern city of Trieste fell on the Eastern side, and have had a form of
Eastern liturgy ever since. Constantinople, which soon became the seat of the Roman Empire, be-
came a base for Christianizing the East up to Russia and Poland. Poland was on the Eastern side,
but a series of wars and medieval mayhem pushed the religious boundary back to the Ukraine,
and Poland remains an outpost of the Latin Church to this day.

An old rule of thumb declared that whatever religion was observed by the local prince, the
people had to follow. This gave rise to persecution and migration as people sought toleration for
their expressions of faith. In the United States, we are accustomed to peaceful collaboration
among Christians of East and West, a situation that challenges churches that still feel the pinch of
age-old division.

—James Field

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone

Elizabeth Whitfield * Linda Gills-Beshears * Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois * Easton Charles * Erica H. Louis




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give

St. Francis Xavier Cothholic Chuwrciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!

@Ok

SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at

6 pm at the Parish Office.

Parish Fair 2025

We Are One
Please save the dates: Our Parish Fair is on the week-
end of October 3rd, 4th and Sth. Bring your family and
friends for a weekend full of fun, fellowship, and food.
Sponsorship opportunities are available. For more in-
formation, please contact the parish office @ 225 - 383
- 3479. Join us as we celebrate together—because We
are One.

Also remember that you can pick up your raffle book-
let at the back of the church after the Mass. Thank you

*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, August 14,
10 am.

*Assumption of the BVM, Friday, August 15, 9
am.

*School Mass, Friday, August 15, 9 am.

*Ministry of Hospitality Fundraiser, Sunday, Au-
gust 24, 9:30 am - 12 noon.

*Parish Council Meeting, Tuesday, August 26, 6
pm.

*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, August 28,
6 pm.

T St. Francis Xavier
Pl
"Register your child for the S chool 2025-

26, The Mustang Experience Awaits You." For
more information, visit www.sfxbr.org or scan
the QR Code.
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Enrolling Grades K - 8

(225) 387-6639

Mass Intentions
August 09-10, 2025
Spm Melvin Amar, Sr.
By: The Family
Charles Williams
By: Mary Williams
Grace Ricard Honore
By: The Honore Family

Juanita Culbert
By: Camille & Kirkland

William Turner
By: Mrs. Lorina Turner

Sr. Clara Jackson
By: Cynthia & Andre Verrett

Fr. Edward Chiffriller, SSJ

By: Parishioners

11am The People of the Parish

Saturday

Sunday 8am

Join us for
Adoration, Praise, and Worship
Every First Saturday from 3:00 -
4:30 pm

Stewardship
August 03, 2025
Regular Collection: $13,604.45
Online Support: $1781.00
Parish Needs: $2000.00
School Support: $45.00

Ei Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
Wisdom 18:6-9, Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19, Luke 12:32-40

Are You Talking to Me?

In today’s Gospel Jesus talks about being prepared, using the parable of the servants waiting for their mas-
ter’s return from a wedding. Parables usually have a surprise twist and this one is no exception. Jesus pictures the
master coming back at a late hour and finding the servants ready for him. The master is so pleased that he begins
to wait on the servants—he serves them a meal. (I can almost hear the disciples saying, “No way!”)

Peter is a man who is not afraid to speak up or ask a question. That may be one of the reasons Jesus made
him the head of the apostles. Perhaps Peter was thinking, “Surely we will be prepared when Jesus comes again. He
must be talking about the rest of the people.” When he asks Jesus whom the parable is meant for, Jesus ignores
him! At least it seems that way at first. Jesus expands on the theme of readiness by describing the servant who
took advantage of the master’s absence—he will be punished severely. To answer Peter’s question, Jesus warns
that the servant who knew his duties would be punished more than one who was ignorant of those expectations.
Peter and the disciples should have seen themselves as the servants who knew what was expected.

That warning is one for us to hear also. We may look down on non-Christians or wonder if they will get to
heaven. But the Lord doesn’t expect as much from those who don’t know God. Instead of judging them, we would
be better off looking at ourselves. Am I serious about my faith, serious enough to show it in my actions? Has my
good example ever brought a non-believer to the Church? If I can see Jesus in someone who doesn’t know the
Lord, the respect I show that person could draw them to believe.

There are examples of this even in your own parish. If you have been in the parish for many years, you
could be expected to notice a newcomer more readily. How do you welcome them? Do you get so comfortable
with your friends that you don’t think about reaching out to a visitor? I think Jesus would expect those of us who
feel at home in our church to make an effort to bring new members into our circle. “So how much does Jesus ex-
pect of me?” The answer could be in how well you know Jesus.

Tom Schmidt



