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SATURDAY: EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—3:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News

SAINT JOHN MARY VIANNEY (1786-1859)
August 4

A busy pastor jokingly suggests the secret of John Vianney’s holiness: “He died seventeen
years before telephones!” Call they didn’t, but visit they did, keeping Vianney eighteen hours a
day in the confessional. Stories abound of reading hearts and exorcisms, but Vianney’s first mira-
cle was getting ordained. Difficulty with studies delayed him, prompting the rector’s apology to
the bishop, “So far to ordain just one, especially this one!” The bishop, who could not know he
was ordaining the future patron saint of parish priests, replied, “No burden to ordain one good
priest!” In Ars, only an elderly handful attended Mass, “praying,” one told Vianney, “for a priest
with brains.” But he stayed forty-two years, fulfilling the promise he made the day he arrived. In a
sculpture just outside the village Vianney points skyward: “Show me the way to Ars,” he tells a
boy, “and I’ll show you the way to heaven.” To someone who feared there was no heaven beyond
the grave, Vianney smiled, “My child, it would have been heaven enough to have lived as Jesus’
disciple on earth.”
—Peter Scagnelli

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

When Pope Pius XII died in 1958, there was the usual buzz of speculation about likely succes-
sors. Cardinal Agajanian, Patriarch of the Armenians, was highly thought of as a likely choice.
This took many Catholics by surprise, since he had never celebrated the same liturgy as Pope
Pius, but followed ancient Armenian customs according to the Eastern Church, which veils the
Eucharistic liturgy from sight by a series of curtains, and in which the priest kneels while the
people stand for Communion.

In the years that followed, the Second Vatican Council would affirm the dignity and independ-
ence of the Eastern Churches, in complete union with Rome, yet different in patterns of life and
worship. We have the same faith, the same sacraments, and the same pope. Yet everywhere in the
world our separate Churches are combined into families held together by the ministry of bishops.
All of this serves as warning: If you ever say, “But we’ve always done it this way,” you are on
very thin ice indeed!

—James Field

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone * Patricia Tyson

Elizabeth Whitfield * Linda Gills-Beshears * Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois * Easton Charles * Erica H. Louis




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give

St. Francis Xavier Cothholic Chuwrciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!
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SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at

6 pm at the Parish Office.

Parish Fair 2025

We Are One
Please save the dates: Our Parish Fair is on the week-
end of October 3rd, 4th and Sth. Bring your family and
friends for a weekend full of fun, fellowship, and food.
Sponsorship opportunities are available. For more in-
formation, please contact the parish office @ 225 - 383
- 3479. Join us as we celebrate together—because We
are One.

Also remember that you can pick up your raffle book-
let at the back of the church after the Mass. Thank you

*School Mass, Friday, August 8, 9 am.

*Youth Mass, Sunday, August 10, 8 am.
*Breakfast Fundraiser, Sunday, August 10, 7 am -
11 am.

*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, August 14,
10 am.

*Assumption of the BVM, Friday, August 15, 9
am.

*School Mass, Friday, August 15, 9 am.

*Ministry of Hospitality Fundraiser, Sunday, Au-
gust 24, 9:30 am - 12 noon.

*Parish Council Meeting, Tuesday, August 26, 6
pm.

T St. Francis Xavier
Pl it
"Register your child for the S chool 2025-

26, The Mustang Experience Awaits You."
For more information, visit www.sfxbr.org or
scan the QR Code.
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Enrolling Grades K - 8

(225) 387-6639

Mass Intentions
August 02-05, 2025
Spm The People of the Parish

Saturday

Lester & Ronnie Gauthier
By: Mary, Donna, Edward

Edmund Doucette
By: Crystal Doucette

Sunday 8am

Join us for
Adoration, Praise, and Worship
Every First Saturday from 3:00 -

4:30 pm

11am Sr. Clara Jackson
By: Cynthia & Andre Verrett
Tuesday Spm Melvin Amar, Sr.
By: The Family
Stewardship
July 27, 2025
Regular Collection: $5684.00
Online Support: $2360.00
Parish Needs: $50.00
School Support: $125.00

Ei Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23, Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11, Luke 12:13-21

Robbing a Bank

The second reading from the Letter to the Colossians goes well with the first reading and the Gospel.
Those passages warn how useless material wealth will be when we die. St. Paul continues this warning by remind-
ing us that we have already died with Christ in baptism and risen to new life. To live this new life we must put to
death whatever tendencies keep us from Christ.

Wealth can be a gift from God. The abuse is not necessarily in the possession of wealth. More likely, we
abuse wealth either in the ways we attain it or use it—or both. How do we abuse the attainment of wealth? I can
give an obvious answer, such as robbing a bank, but this makes it too easy to justify myself. Do I work a full day
for my pay, or do I spend a lot of time visiting with other employees, surfing the Web, taking extra-long breaks, or
texting my friends? Am I honest with my customers, charging only for work I have done?

As for using our wealth, we usually think of family first. Do we spoil our kids, so they can “have the things
I couldn’t afford when I was young”? Or do we teach them to work for what they get? Do we also think of the
poor and homeless? Do we teach our children to be generous to others?

Notice that Paul does not mention wealth. Instead he goes deeper, pointing out the thoughts and desires
that lead to a life centered in wealth. In baptism, we put to death passion and greed, tendencies that push us to own
more or to control another person. Paul uses the image of taking off these vices as if they were clothing and put-
ting on a new self that shows Christ in us. When we have been renewed that way, then Christ becomes visible in
all people. We no longer have reason to look down on anyone for being poor or sickly or of another race. We
begin to see Christ in them, for as Paul says, “Christ is all and in all” (Colossians 3:11).

Tom Schmidt



