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SATURDAY: EUCHARISTIC ADORATION—3:30 PM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 3RD SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News
SAINT MARY MAGDALENE

July 22

Though her transgressions may have been many, just as abundant was her love for her
Lord. Perhaps one of the greatest conversion stories of the New Testament, Mary Magdalene was
one from whom seven demons had been expelled, a woman plagued by turmoil. She lived her
own type of hell on earth, that is, until Jesus crossed her path one day. She first appears in the Bi-
ble accompanying him as he journeyed from one town to the other “preaching and proclaiming
the good news of the kingdom of God”. Her gratitude led her to follow and serve her Lord tire-
lessly, all the way up to the foot of the cross. She did not abandon him in the face of difficulty, nor
did she deny him despite the harsh cruelty all around her. She was one of the few to accompany
him, gazing upon his beaten and torn countenance as he took his final breath. Jesus rewarded this
loving devotion as she is known in Mark’s account to be the first one to see him after the Resur-
rection (Mark 16:9). May we follow the example of Saint Mary Magdalene in our unwavering
dedication to God, so that at the end of our days we may also declare, “I have seen the Lord!”

—Tami Urcia

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

There’s a different pace to a summer Sunday, especially on those days when we dream of air
conditioning and wave any available paper to stir the air. Yet we persist in gathering, even with so
many breaks from the usual routines. We distance ourselves not only from routines, but from
schedules and familiar well-worn paths. These are playful days and contemplative days. We see
long-lost friends and visit almost-forgotten places. We have more leisure than any people before
in the history of the world, and we need it because our lives are so care-worn and tiring. More of
us walk barefoot and look up at the stars or dip our toes in the lake or sea, sing around campfires,
read novels on the beach, and eat comfort food with our fingers. We see how beautiful life can be,
and are more aware than usual of how God is always breaking in with signs of love.

In Genesis today, Abraham and Sarah practice hospitality to their visitors, who turn out to be
God dropping in. During the summer months, God practices hospitality in return, inviting us into
a season of celebration. Keeping Sunday holy is a good habit to cultivate in these days when our
spirits are especially receptive to God’s deep desire for us to know divine love.

—James Field

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone * Patricia Tyson

Elizabeth Whitfield * Linda Gills-Beshears * Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois * Easton Charles * Erica H. Louis
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give

St. Francis Xavier Cothholic Chuwrciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

@Ok

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! ~ SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at

6 pm at the Parish Office.

Parish Fair 2025

We Are One
Please save the dates; Our Parish Fair is on the week-
end of October 3rd, 4th and Sth. Bring your family and
friends for a weekend full of fun, fellowship, and food.
Sponsorship opportunities are available. For more in-
formation, please contact the parish office @ 225 - 383
- 3479. Join us as we celebrate together—because We
are One.

Also remember that you can pick up your raffle book-
let at the back of the church before or after the Mass.
Thank you in advance.

*Parish Council, Tuesday, July 22, 6 pm.
*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, July 24, 10

am.

*School Advisory Board Meeting, Saturday, July

26,10 am.

*Birthday and Anniversary Celebration, Sunday,

July 27, 9:30 am.

*Back to School Bash, Sunday, August 3, 9:30 am.

ﬁt. Francis Xavier
"Register your child for the SFX Sch %SM

Mustang Experience Awaits You." For more information,
visit www.sfxbr.org or scan the QR Code.

Enrolling Grades K - 8 [=1 775G ]

(225) 387-6639 IEI&E—'._..-

M

ass Intentions

July 19-20, 2025

Saturday Spm

Sunday 8am

The People of the Parish

Karen Jones Curtis
By: Wilma Greene

Myrtle Richard
By: The Family

William Turner
By: Mrs. Lorina Turner

11am Chavon D. White

By: Denise Williams

Catherine Murray
By: The Family

Lester & Ronnie Gauthier
By: Dana Rollins

Join us for
Adoration, Praise, and Worship
Every First Saturday from 3:00 -
4:30 pm

Stewardship

July 13, 2025
Regular Collection: $7874.00
Online Support: $1270.00
Parish Needs: $340.00
School Support: $489.54

Ei Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
Deuteronomy 18:1-10a, Colossians 1:24-28, Luke 10: 38-42

The Better Part

The Gospel for this Sunday can sometimes give the impression that Jesus favored Mary over Martha. But
if they had both sat down to listen, there would have been no dinner to serve to Jesus. He wasn’t just saying, “Sit
down and listen.” He meant that just as Mary was content to listen to him, so Martha could have been content to
prepare the meal for him. Instead of thinking of her work as a gift to Jesus, she was more concerned with why
Mary was not helping her. Remember the first reading, in which Abraham insisted on serving the visitors, whom
he came to recognize as the Lord and two angels. He was rewarded with the assurance that he would soon have a
son.

So simple acts of hospitality can also be how people can welcome the Lord into their homes. Paul reminds
us in the second reading that Christ is in us; the church is the body of Christ. When we welcome someone into our
homes as a visitor, or into our lives as a friend, we are also welcoming Christ. When we get to know someone bet-
ter, we are also getting to know Christ. When we are respectful to people who help us, like the maintenance staff,
the mail carrier, the waiter, we are also showing respect for the Lord.

And what about that “better part” that Mary had chosen? Are we sometimes like Martha, with too many
things on our minds to be aware of the Lord? Sometimes we can’t avoid the distractions that are part of life. But if
we keep the Lord on our minds, we may be able to see which are distractions to be put aside and which are oppor-
tunities to serve the Lord in a different way. Sometimes kids interrupt when we’re fixing dinner—maybe they
need to be taught how to take care of things by themselves, or maybe they just need a few moments of attention.
We can certainly ask the Lord to help us handle distractions. And as we spend more time with the Lord in prayer,
we begin to experience God’s peace, which gives us the ability to choose the better part.

Tom Schmidt



