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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE Hos-
PITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News
July 2025
TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

It’s high summer now, school is out, the pace of work slows, and some people drift away. There are visitors in
the churches every summer, and familiar faces are “among the missing.” Some find the summer’s call more ap-
pealing than the summons of the church bells. Many, however, would not dream of missing a Sunday, and so they
make their way to Mass in unfamiliar places, watching the locals for clues as to when to sit or stand, where the
Communion stations are. In answering the call, they keep the “sabbatical” rhythm of the Christian life: every sev-
enth day, the Body of Christ assembles for worship.

For centuries, there was no obligation to Sunday Mass in the sense of a written law, but Christians have al-
ways yearned to be together on Sunday. In the city of Abitina, during a persecution by the Emperor Diocletian, a
group of Christians were urged to stop worshiping together on Sundays. They responded, “Then take our lives, for
without the Sunday we cannot live.” By a curious coincidence, the appointed readings today center us on thoughts
of peace. On our Independence Day, the experience of worship situates us in community, and evokes a commit-
ment from us to be advocates of peace in all aspects of our society’s life.

—James Field

The Call to Discipleship

Imagine being one of these seventy-two disciples. The twelve Apostles had been sent out on a similar mission
(Luke 9:1-6.) Their lives had already changed dramatically. Each had given up everything to follow Jesus. They
saw in Christ the fulfillment of the promise made to their people, and they longed to be with Him. Then, things
changed when the Twelve were called to go out into the world and show the power and authority that Christ had
given to them. The students became teachers, and word of the Messiah spread.

In today’s Gospel, things are changing again. The call of the Twelve is becoming the call of the seventy-two be-
cause “the harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.” Though these disciples are not given the full authority
that the Twelve received in their mission, Jesus appoints dozens of those who have come to believe in Him to go
and get other places ready to receive Him. His instructions echo those he had given His Apostles. He essentially
instructed them, “Go into towns with nothing, stay with whoever welcomes you, eat whatever they feed you. Tell
them about Me, so they are ready to receive Me.”

What must they have felt? Unsure, incapable, unworthy? But like the Twelve, they went. Humbly, they trusted in
Jesus, and they went on their mission. And they were successful.

While he was still with them, Jesus, the perfect teacher, had given the Twelve, and then the Seventy-Two, a taste
of what they would be called to do with the Holy Spirit when He was gone.

When the disciples returned rejoicing, He taught them again. They were understandably amazed and delighted by
what they had been able to do in Jesus’ name, but we hear Christ’s call again to humility: “Nevertheless, do not
rejoice because the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice because your names are written in heaven."

By Pamela Kavanaugh

PRAYER LIST
John Paul Moore * Geraldine Christopher * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone * Patricia Tyson

Elizabeth Whitfield * Linda Gills-Beshears * Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois * Easton Charles * Erica H. Louis




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

3 Ways to Give i
St. Francis Xavier Cotholic Church S

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

@Ok

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity! ~ SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at|*Food Pantry Distribution, Thursday, July 10, 10

6 pm at the Parish Office. am.

* i .
Parish Fair 2025 aES.R Breakfast Fundraiser, Sunday, July 13, 9:30

*Healthy Diet Workshop, Tuesday, July 15, 6 pm.
Please save the dates; Our Parish Fair is on the week- | «+pg ich %o;ncil, Tuesdall)),f, Jllllly 22): 6 ;3; P

end of October 3rd, 4th and Sth. All Ministries are en- | «+pg0d Pantry Distribution, Thursday, July 24, 10
couraged to participate and all are welcome. ’ ’ ’

am.
*School Advisory Board Meeting, Saturday, July
Ministry 26,10 am.

Is God calling you to join a ministry in our parish?

Please feel free and sign up. There are applications at Mass Intentions

the back of the church for various ministries. You can July 05-06, 2025

meet the pastor or the ushers for further information. :

We can’t wait to serve with you. Saturday  S5pm  The People of the Parish

T St. Fra"cis Xavier Sunday 8am Lester & Ronnie Gauthier
. . M&‘: SM By: Mary, Donna, Edward
"Register your child for the SFX Schoo 5-26, The

Mustang Experience Awaits You." For more information,
visit www.sfxbr.org or scan the QR Code.

Enrolling Grades K - 8 [=1 775G ]

11am  Chavon D. White
By: Denise Williams

- Stewardship
(225) 387-6639 [=] & mhn June 29, 2025
Regular Collection: $5,745.00
. Online Support: $2640.00
Join us for Parish Needs: $65.00
Adoration, Praise, and Worship | gchool Support: $215.00

Every First Saturday from 3:00 -
4:30 pm Ei Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
Isaiah 66:10-14¢, Galatians 6:14-18, Luke 10: 1-12, 17-20

False Humility?

It’s been months since Easter and it’s a long way to Christmas, but there seems to be a lot of rejoicing in
today’s readings. Isaiah talks about rejoicing with Jerusalem. The Gospel shows the disciples rejoicing when they
came back from visiting towns to tell about the Kingdom. St. Paul is happy to be suffering for Christ. So what is
the reason for such joy?

The readings make clear that it is not because of what the people of Jerusalem did, or even what miracles
Jesus’ disciples performed. Isaiah talks about what God will do for the people, how “the Lord’s power shall be
known to his servants” (Isaiah 66:14). Jesus tells his disciples not to rejoice that they cast out demons; no, they
should “rejoice because your names are written in heaven” (Luke 10:20). In other words, we are to rejoice over all
the Lord has done for us, not what we have done for him.

Does that sound like false humility? Like someone receiving an Oscar who says, “I wasn’t that good—it
was all that my director, my producers, my wife and children, and my dog Snoopy did.” No, when we do anything
for others, we can honestly say that God does the real work. Knowing that frees us from expecting everyone to be
happy, everything we do for others to be successful. When our offer of help is rejected, our prayers for a sick
friend don’t seem to be working, or our good advice is ridiculed, we can be confident that God has something else
planned. Instead of being discouraged, we can trust that God’s plan is working in ways we just can’t see.

Paul has a similar theme in the second reading. You would think he would be proud of all the converts he
made or the people he cured. He boasts only about his suffering because that is how he is most like Jesus. He sees
all of his accomplishments as the work of God, and he knows that the greatest thing Jesus did was to die for us.
All three readings remind us that what changes our lives and changes the world is not how hard we work or how
holy we are; what really makes the difference is how much God loves us. That is the real reason to rejoice.

Tom Schmidt



