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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTIS-
MAL PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER
AT LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT
OF THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. HENRY IHUOMA’S NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE
HoSPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM TO 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075




Welcome To St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heavenly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart
and thanks on your lips into His presence, offering Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name
of Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it with their prayers and praise. Ask His bless-
ing on those who love His house of faith as the inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing
rest on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR News

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

By now, many may have failed in Lenten discipline to some measure or another: the daily
doughnut is simply too alluring, or a furtive puff on a cigarette irresistible. There is meaning even
in the failure, though, a kind of reminder that we cannot save ourselves. Part of the power of Lent
i1s that we do it together, and although individuals decide on different ways to keep it, it is
fundamentally the same journey. We fall, we get up, we keep moving. The desire to “give
something up” for Lent is an age-old impulse in the Christian heart. We get better at it over the
years, and move more deeply into the meaning and message of acts of sacrifice; so there is no
shame in stumbling, as long as we are not discouraged by the failure and give up. We are clearing
space in our lives, after all, and some of the things we desire to give up are worth rooting out
completely anyway.

What do we do with the space we have cleared out by our sacrifice? The Lenten question of
giving up is balanced by the Easter question of our response to Christ’s embrace of us in love:
“What are you taking on for Easter?”

—James Field
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PRAYER LIST

John Paul Moore * Loraine Perry * Martha Proctor * Whitney Robiho * Joyce Decuir * Patricia Armstrong

Elouise Noel * Betty Dupas * Denise Chutz * Fred Dejuan * Loretta Warren * Lorenzia Dardone * Patricia Tyson

Elizabeth Whitfield * Linda Gills-Beshears * Phyllis White * Mary E. Bourgeois * Easton Charles * Walter Gabriel * Erica H. Louis




Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!

3 Ways to Give

St. Francis Xavier Cothholic Chuwrciv

*Online Giving: www.stfrancisxavier.org *Text the word “GIVE” to (225) 396-4347 or scan the QR Code.
Mail: St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1120 Myrtle Walk Street, Baton Rouge, LA 70802

All online methods are safe and secured. Thank you for your generosity!
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SCAN ME

Bible Study
We will be having our Bible Study every Thursday at

6 pm at the Parish Office.

Birthday & Wedding Anniversary Celebration
On the last Weekend of each Month, we will say a
prayer at each mass for those celebrating their birth-
day and anniversary for that Month and have a light
refreshment for them on Sunday at 9:30 am. Join us.!

Easter Announcements

We are now accepting donations for our SFX annual
Easter wagons. Donations may be made in the form of
individually wrapped candy or monetary contribu-
tions. Donations may be dropped off at the Parish of-
fice or given to Pat Smith. Questions - please phone/
text either Pat Smith (2259783405) or Bernadette Wil-
kinson (2254459799). Thank you.

*GriefShare Ministry— Wednesday, 6 pm.

*30 days Prayers to St. Joseph, Feb. 18 - Mar. 19.
*Food Pantry Personal Hygiene Drive from
March 1 through March 30.

*Fish Fry, every Friday, 10am —2pm.

*Station of the Cross, every Friday, 3 pm.
*Lenten Revival - March 17 through March 19.
*Feast of St. Joseph, March 19.

*Parish Pastoral Council - March 25 @ 6 pm.
*Birthday and Anniversary Celebration, March
30, @ 9:30 am.

T St. Francis Xavier
(atholic School
"Register your child for the SFX Schoo 5-26, The

Mustang Experience Awaits You." For more information,
visit www.sfxbr.org or scan the QR Code.

Enrolling Grades K - 8 [=]

(225) 387-6639
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Mass Intentions
March 15-21, 2025

Saturday Spm Wilson & Shelvia Stewart
By: Betty Camble
Sunday 8am The People of the Parish
11am Joseph Nelson

By: The Family
Chavon D. White
By: Denise Williams

Delores Williams
By: Kenny & Angela Williams

Wednesday 9am GriefShare Ministry

Friday 9am St. Francis Xavier School

We are receiving donations for our fish fry fundraiser.
Each family can support us by donating $100 for a
case of fish. We accept cash or check. You can also
give online on the Parish Website. Please indicate the
purpose of your collection on your check or envelope
or online giving. Thanks for your continued support.

Stewardship March 09, 2025

Regular Collection: $11,614.32
Online Support: $1800.00
Parish Needs: $95.00
School Support: $96.00

%QEZ‘ Thanks for your Generosity!



http://www.sfxbr.org/

Today’s Readings
Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18, Philippians 3: 17— 4:1, Luke 9:28-36

Have Faith
The story of the Transfiguration of Jesus in the Luke’s Gospel this week is similar to the ones in Matthew
and Mark. One difference I noticed in Luke’s version is that Jesus does not tell the three disciples to keep it
secret. It seems they decided on their own not to tell anyone. Maybe Luke knew that Jesus had asked them to keep
quiet, but wanted to show that the disciples were not about to tell what they had seen and heard. Why not?

One reason may be that the experience was so personal and overwhelming that they didn’t have the words
to express it fully. All three Gospels mention white clothing and Matthew says that Jesus’ face shone like the sun
(17:2). Perhaps they could not look at Jesus directly without hurting their eyes. It brings to mind the Old
Testament idea that if you looked at the face of God, you would die. So the disciples may not have wanted to talk
about what they could not understand.

The other reason may be what they heard. While Matthew and Mark just say that Jesus spoke with Moses
and Elijah, Luke is more specific: They “spoke of his exodus that he was going to accomplish in
Jerusalem” (9:31). Jesus had just said that he would suffer, die, and be raised from the dead in Luke 9:22. It was
bad enough that Jesus was telling them this. They probably hoped he was just telling them the worst that could
happen, not what really would happen. So hearing it from Moses and Elijah as well as from Jesus was too much
for them.

This is where we come in. The apostles were afraid to face the coming passion and death of Jesus. I think
we are like them in that we suffer more in anticipating what would hurt us than we do going through it. Our fears
are often worse than the reality. That is where faith can help. In faith, we hear Jesus tell us not to fear, as he often
told his disciples. We know that Jesus suffered on the cross, so he knows what suffering is. And faith tells us that
he is with us even when the suffering is the result of our own sins. After all, he himself suffered because of our
sins. So have faith! (Tom Schmidt).



