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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE
HosPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 10 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EpucaTiON OFFICE AT 225.343.3075



Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heaven-
)| ly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offer-
ing Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of
Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it
with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on those who love His house of faith as the
inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest
on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PSR NEWS
January 2019

27 We wish to thank the Confirmation I Class, the volunteers for their hard work and those that donated items in
making MLK “A Day On” a great success. 200 bags were put together to be distributed to those in need.
Coming soon on our web page there will be pictures of the event.

In our next series of PSR News our topics will be on the Bible. We begin with the Torah (Old Testa-
ment) Source: My Jewish Learning (MJL)

The Torah, Prophets and the Writings collectively make up The Hebrew Bible (what Christians refer to
as the Old Testament). The Bible is often referred to by the Hebrew acronym TaNaKh (usually spelled
Tanakh, or Tanach)

The Torah’s Five Books

The English names for each of the Torah’s five book are actually Greek, and like the Rabbinic names
for the books, they describe the contents. The common names for the books come from a significant
word in the beginning verses of the book. The following are the names of the five books and a brief
summary of each.

Genesis (“Origins”) (“In the Beginning”)

Genesis tells the story of creation, Noah and the flood, and the selection of Abraham and Sarah and
their family as the bearers of God’s covenant. Stories of sibling conflict and the long narratives of Ja-
cob and his favorite son Joseph conclude with the family dwelling in Egypt.

Exodus (“The Road Out”) (“Names”)

Exodus tells of how the family of Jacob grew and then was enslaved in Egypt. The baby Moses, born
of Israelites but adopted by Pharaoh, becomes God’s prophet who, after bringing 10 plagues down upon
Egypt, leads the Israelites through the Red Sea to freedom and to the revelation at Mount Sinai. The
story of the Israelites worshipping the golden calf, which follows soon after the revelation at Mount Si-
nai, is almost obscured by lengthy materials on the building of a sanctuary (tabernacle) in the wilder-
ness.

Leviticus (“Laws of the Levites”) (“And God Called”)

Leviticus deals mostly with laws of Israelite sacrificial worship. Related rules include the basis for Jew-
ish dietary laws and issues of purity and impurity. The holiness code, which describes a sanctified com-
munal life, is a highlight of the book.

Numbers (“The Census”) (In the Wilderness™)

Numbers begins with a census of the Israelites and the tribe of Levi. A group of Israelites spy out the
land of Canaan; their discouraging report sends them back into the desert for an additional 38 years,
during which the Israelites continue to behave badly, rebelling against the authority of Moses and his
brother Aaron, and having illicit relations with Moabite women.

Deuteronomy (“Second Law”) (“Words™)

Deuteronomy is Moses’ final message to the people of Israel before they cross over the Jordan River
into Israel. Moses reminds the people of how God has redeemed the people from Egypt and of the de-
tails of the covenant between Israel and God. In stark language, Moses describes the rewards for ob-
servance of the laws of the covenant and the punishment for disobedience. Finally, Moses passes along
his authority to Joshua who will lead the people into the land.
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Through trials and tribulations, by God’s grace, we triumph!'

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Saturday’s feast of the Presentation is a day for the
blessing of candles. Why does liturgy require candles? In
the first years of the church, worship was often at night,
and candles and torches were carried from place to place
within the worship space as needed. Candles were also a
mark of festivity and hospitality when people gathered for
prayer in homes, and later on in large buildings with thick
walls and dark corners. But even after gaslight and elec-
tricity, candles were kept.

Part of the reason has to do with the warm, clean light
of a candle’s flame. Candles are a good sign of the part-
nership of God and creation: wax made by bees, gathered
and fashioned by human hands into something beautiful
and useful. In order for the light to shine, the candle sur-
renders itself, almost as if it is pouring itself out so that
the light can flood into the world. The candle of baptism,
placed into our hands, and carried again and again, speaks
silently of that same wisdom. If you would save your life,
you must lose it. You must pour your life out like Christ
so that you may be filled with the light of his love.

TIME

The holidays are well behind us; the year
stretches out ahead. And what sort of year will it
be? To judge by the words of Jesus in today’s Gos-
pel, it will be “a year acceptable to the Lord.” And
Jesus surely didn’t mean only the next three hun-
dred sixty-five days facing his listeners at that time.

When Jesus announced the “arrival” of God’s
favor, it was a message for all time, for every year.
Similarly, we read today in Nehemiah how the peo-
ple gathered with solemnity to hear God’s word as
though for the first time. They listened, and then fell
to the ground and wept. But the prophet said,
“Today is holy . . . do not be sad, and do not weep.”

The “year acceptable to the Lord” is this year.
The day that is “holy” is this day. The time to listen
is now. What sort of year will you have? What sort
of day? God’s help is always here. What you do
with each day can be holy and acceptable to the
Lord if you but listen to and act on God’s word.

Mass Intentions for January 26-29, 2019

Saturday 5:00 Mary Williams

Sunday 8:00 Joseph Nelson

By: His Daughters
11:00 People of the Parish

Tuesday 5:00 People of the Parish

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 27, 2019
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring glad tidings to the poor.
— Luke 4:18a
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