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FRIDAY: SCHOOL MASS 9 00AM

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE
HosPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 10 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EDucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075



Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heaven-
__ly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offer-
_ ing Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of
. Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it
with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on those who love His house of faith as the
inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest
*| on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

REJOICE

Isaiah proclaims truly good news to us!
God’s coming brings not sadness, guilt, fear,
wrath, or condemnation. No, God’s coming is a
source of comfort and joy. Saying it once is not
enough, for today’s readings are full of joy.
Mary’s Magnificat substitutes for our psalm to-
day, and our second reading encourages us to
rejoice, to give thanks and praise. This is the root
meaning of the Greek word for eucharist. We are
urged to rejoice and give thanks, because the
coming of the Lord brings joy, healing, liberty,
release, vindication. It makes the very earth
spring up with new life! Good tidings!

PROPER UNDERTAKING

Never undertake anything for which you
wouldn’t have the courage to ask the blessings
of heaven.

In Bible Study every Thursday at 6:00 pm

Mass Intentions for December 16-19, 2017

Ceola Marcelle
By: Will & Veronica Williams

Saturday 5:00

Sunday 8:00 William “Tex” Turner
By: Lorina Turner
11:00 Christopher Vaughn

By: The Davis Family

Tuesday 5:00 People of the Parish

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Last week, we looked at a form of nativity scene
called a presipio, characterized by framing the créche
of Jesus with a vast array of personalities and a rich
geographical context. The tradition was carried to the
New World, and finds very rich expression in Latin
America today. While in Europe the presepio was
reserved mostly to the homes of wealthy nobles and
great churches, in Latin America it was claimed by
the poor and expressed the skills of native artisans. In
Mexico, you can still find clay figures in every village
market. In a way, the native people took the religion
of Spanish rule and baptized it with their Indian cul-
ture by surrounding the crib of Jesus with local geog-
raphy and people. In Brazil, where Christmas falls in
summer, the figure of the baby Jesus is wrapped in
gold and gems, and set on a hillside surrounded by
flowers and animals of all kinds. Sometimes there is a
double presepio, presenting both Nativity and Cruci-
fixion.

In some places in Latin America, even non-
religious people take care to have a presepio in the
home, sometimes dedicating one whole room in the
house or apartment to the scene. Some cities have
markets where people from the countryside sell plants
and figurines. In Cuzco, churches and families pro-
vide hot chocolate for the children of the poor who
come down to help create the nativity scenes. In Para-
guay, the baby Jesus grows—the small infant who
arrives on Christmas Eve is replaced at New Year
with a toddler Jesus who holds in one hand the globe
and in the other a cross. Few Christmas traditions
have the vitality and variety of presepios and créches
honoring the Nativity.

PRAY FOR US
Richard Camble, Jr. John Paul Moore Walter Lewis
Zula Comeaux Loriene Perry Catherine Murray
Diane Edwards Martha Proctor Joyce Decuir
Ora Lee Jordan James Raby Cenia Richard
Thelma Jackson Maria Rice Vivian LeDuff
Frazier Jordan Whitney Robiho Rebecca Nelson
Elizabeth Whitfield Shelvia Stewart Mildred Anderson
Rosemary Daniels Mary Johnson Charles Taylor

Zelda Bates Myrtle Moran




Third Sunday of Advent

December 17, 2017

PSR News

December 17 - "Gaudete' Sunday - The color of the Third
Sunday of Advent is rose. This color symbolizes joy and
represents the happiness we will experience when Jesus
comes again. The Third Sunday is a day of anticipatory cele-
bration. It is formerly called "Gaudete" Sunday; gaudete
means "rejoice" in Latin.

December 22 - Christmas rehearsal will be at 6 pm.
December 24 - Christmas Performance 5 pm Mass.
December 25 - MERRY CHRISTMAS!

December 31 - No PSR

January 1 - 2018 - HAPPY NEW YEAR! Solemnity of
the Blessed Virgin Mary

Stewardshi
December 10, 2017

Regular Collection
$7,341.22
Parish Needs
$356.00
School Support
$235.00

T T

*—-;::im St. Francis Xavier Food Bank:

@#ﬁ is in need of non-perishables

9==0~® (0 assist the needy in our com-
munity. Please donate: Canned Corn, Peas,
String Beans, Carrots, Fruit, Chili, Pasta, Grits,
Cereal, Tuna, Rice, Bread, Soup, Soap, Tooth
Paste, Deodorant etc. We also accept monetary
donations to purchase food.

CHRISTMAS MASSES

December 23 - Spm, 4th Sunday of Advent

December 24 - 8am, 4th Sunday of Advent, No 11am Mass

December 24 - Spm, Vigil of Christmas, Family Mass

December 25 - Midnight Mass

December 25 - 9am, Christmas Day

New Year’s Day Mass - 9am

100" Anniversary
Brunch Tickets Available

The 100™ Anniversary Opening Mass Brunch
will be held on January 21, 2018, immediately
after the 10:30 a.m. Mass. Tickets are available
for purchase after weekend Masses and at the
Parish Office. Prices are $10.00 for youth and
$15.00 for adults.

Fundraiser:

Junior Daughters Ct #12
will be selling
HOT CHOCOLATE for
$2 a cup, on Christmas Eve
Saturday December 24th
after 5:00pm Mass

New Church Pews & Flooring

Thank you to all the parishioners who contributed to our
Church Renovation project. Please continue paying on your
pledges so that we can begin saving to build a Parish Center.

Pre-Sales for the SFX 100th Anniver-
sary Cookbook will continue after
each mass until they arrive. This
cookbook will be a great keepsake
and would be an awesome gift at $20
each. Contact Vanessa Pourciau at
225 923-2397 if you have any ques-
tions. Gift certificates are available
for Christmas gifts.
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