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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE
HosPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 10 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EDucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075



Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

_.

“ | Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heaven-
ly Father. Come, then, with j joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offer-
ing Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of
Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it
with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on those who love His house of faith as the
inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest

“| on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

PEOPLE OF HOPE

Throughout this Easter season the readings
have drawn us into the experience of the early
church. We have tasted the excitement and zeal
of the first Christians. Now, with them, we listen
to the words of Saint Peter, who reminds us that
when people notice that we are people of hope,
we should be ready to explain why. This chal-
lenges us. Do others even notice that we are peo-
ple of hope? In a world often marked by cyni-
cism and hopelessness, do we stand out as peo-
ple who offer hope and reassurance to others? In
today’s Gospel Jesus promises that when he
leaves the earth he will not leave us orphaned.
Today he promises to send his Advocate, the
Spirit of truth who will be with us always. Let us
acknowledge the presence of the Holy Spirit and
ask the Spirit to make us people of hope.

In Bible Study every Thursday at 6:00 pm

EXTREMES
If you wish to go to extremes, let it be in
sweetness, patience, humility, and charity.

HEAVEN
The goal of religion is not to get us into
heaven - but to get heaven into us.

Mass Intentions for May 20-22, 2017

Saturday 5:00 George & Estelle Beshears
By: Daisy Hawkins-Thomas

Sunday 8:00 People of the Parish

11:00 Joseph Nelson
By: The Nelson Family

Tuesday 5:00 People of the Parish

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

The custom of genuflection is not found eve-
rywhere in the Catholic Church. In fact, it is a bit of
breach of etiquette to genuflect in most Eastern Cath-
olic Churches. If you’re visiting an Eastern Catholic
or an Orthodox church, the “when in Rome” rule
should be adopted. Watch what the home team is
doing! Usually, Eastern Catholics and Orthodox re-
serve a small portion of the eucharistic bread for the
dying in a cupboard or eucharistic dove, but it is not
a center of attention or devotion. The rule is to make
a profound bow, called a “metasis,” toward the al-
tar—bowing deeply while making the sign of the
Cross.

East and West split years before we Westerners
began to reserve the Blessed Sacrament prominently
in our churches. Thus, the East never changed the
original custom of bowing toward the altar. Increas-
ingly, as tabernacles became more widespread in the
West and moved into prominent placement within
churches, we replaced the bow toward the altar with
a genuflection toward the Blessed Sacrament when
its place of reservation is visible.

In a church where the Blessed Sacrament is re-
served in a special chapel or off the main axis of the
building, normally you should bow toward the altar
when you enter your pew, because the eucharistic ta-
ble is the principal sign of Christ’s presence in the
church building. If you have ever participated in the
liturgy of Dedication of a Church and Altar, there is
no mistaking the altar’s significance: it is first slath-
ered with chrism and then adorned with a brazier bil-
lowing clouds of incense that fill the whole church as
a sign of prayer and presence!

PRAY FOR US
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PSR News

May 21, 2017 - Today wraps up another PSR school year.
In His name, thanks be to God. Today we will also wrap up
our most successful Coffee and Christ Program. Parents,
Teachers and Students will gather in the cafeteria as we hand
out certificates and show our appreciation for our most com-
mitted catechist and teachers.

May 30, 2017 - PSR teachers meeting 6:00 pm in the cafe-
teria. We will make plans for Vacation Bible School that
will begin June 19 and end June 23, 2017.

Stewardship

Regular Collection
$11,247.52
Parish Needs
$235.00
Flowers
$339.00
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The KPC Ladies Auxiliary Court 12 is awarding a
$500.00 scholarship to a deserving senior for the
2017-18 school year. applications are in the rear of

The New Pews Are Coming!

The last Masses in the church will be held on Sunday,
June 4™, Please bring your dollies and wagons after
11:00 Mass and help us move items from the church to
the cafeteria.

the church. Directions for completing are included.
= "%. g OSt. Francis Xavier Food Bank: is in
@ need of non-perishables to assist the
123 needy in our community. Please do
¢ () nate: Canned Corn, Peas, String
Beans, Carrots, Fruit, Chili, Pasta, Grits, Cereal,
Tuna, Rice, Bread, Soup, Soap, Tooth Paste, Deo-
dorant etc. We also accept monetary donations to
purchase food.

Ascension Thursday Mass
May 25 at 9am & 6pm
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Summer Retreat
The Annual Summer Retreat is schedule for the weekend of August 4, 5
& 6 at the William J. Kelley Retreat Center, Bay St. Louis, MS. We en-
courage you to consider taking this weekend for yourself, especially if
you have not previously attended a retreat.

The cost for the weekend is $150 double or $180 for single. Deposit of
$25.00 is due by May 14 to reserve your space. Final payment is due by
July 9. Checks should be made to SFX and sent to Norma Duell, 2924
Juban Ave, BR 70805.

The Spirit
of Truth
will abide

© . 5. Paluch Co, lnc.

New Church Pews & Flooring

There’s still a chance to make a generous pledge to help fund the new pews and flooring. Cost estimates
are higher than expected. In addition, we will be installing a handicap accessible restroom so additional
funding would be appreciated. Pledge envelopes are available in the back of the church.




