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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM IS CELEBRATED ON THE 4TH SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH (NO BAPTISM DURING LENT). BAPTISMAL
PREPARATION CLASS IS HELD ON THE THURSDAY BEFORE BAPTISM AT 6PM. THIS CLASS IS MANDATORY. PLEASE REGISTER AT
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE OF THE CLASS THROUGH THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION OFFICE OR THE PARISH
OFFICE.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS CELEBRATED ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE EACH WEEKEND MASS.

MARRIAGE LAW OF THE DIOCESE REQUIRES A SIX MONTH PREPARATION PERIOD BEFORE MARRIAGE.
COUPLES MUST ATTEND A PRE-MARRIAGE SEMINAR. IN THIS DIOCESE THERE ARE NO EVENING WEDDINGS ON SATURDAY IT IS
NECESSARY TO SEE THE PRIEST BEFORE SETTING A DATE.

CARE OF THE SICK: PLEASE CALL THE PRIEST FOR THE SACRAMENT OF THE SICK AND /OR HOSPITAL VISITATION. IF THE SACRAMENT OF
THE SICK IS CRITICALLY NEEDED, PLEASE CALL REV. EDWARD CHIFFRILLER NUMBER LISTED ABOVE OR THE CHAPLAINCY OFFICE AT THE
HosPITAL.

FUNERALS: PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE BEFORE SETTING A DATE AND A TIME FOR A FUNERAL.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES ARE EVERY SUNDAY FROM 9:30AM 10 10:30AM.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION) CLASSES ON SUNDAY FROM 9:30A.M. TO 10:45A.M. PLEASE CALL THE RELIGIOUS
EDucATION OFFICE AT 225.343.3075



Welcome to St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, Baton Rouge, LA

Welcome: You enter this Church not as a stranger, but as a guest of God. He is your heaven-
o ly Father. Come, then, with joy in your heart and thanks on your lips into His presence, offer-
74 ing Him your love and service. Be grateful to the strong and loyal ones who, in the name of
il Jesus Christ, built this place of worship, and to all who have beautified it and hallowed it

W with their prayers and praise. Ask His blessing on those who love His house of faith as the

%/ inspiration of their labor, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit, and may that blessing rest
4 on you, both on your going out and your coming in.

LIBERATION AND REFORM

While you might have to reach for an atlas to
determine that Isaiah is speaking about Galilee,
today’s first reading (part of which was read at
Christmas) is prophetic of Jesus’ future ministry
in that province. The light that brings salvation
and rejoicing is, ultimately, Christ. Liberation is
the theme: liberation from both ignorance
(“darkness™) and sin (the “yoke”).

As Isaiah identifies a place, so Paul de-
scribes an attitude: the attitude that develops,
even among good people, of equating their own
will with the common good. This always brings
dissension, and so it has done in Corinth. Paul
will not allow this; we are all members of
“Christ’s party.” The gospel is not to divide us.

Matthew quotes from Isaiah in today’s Gos-
pel, presenting Jesus as the fulfillment of Isai-
ah’s prophecies. The theme is “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Matthew 4:17).
To spread this message, Jesus begins to select
disciples, four of whom we meet today: Peter,
Andrew, James, and John.

Mass Intentions for
January 21-24, 2017

Saturday 5:00 People of the Parish

8:00 Louis Jones
By: Wilma Green & Family

Sunday

11:00 People of the Parish

Tuesday 5:00 People of the Parish

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

It’s still months away, but parish ministers,
especially if they are involved in the catechumenate,
have their eyes on Lent and the Easter Triduum. Un-
til fairly recent times, the last few days before Easter
were shaped by an awareness of the Passion, but the
faithful were left to their own devices about how to
engage with these mysteries. A thousand years ago,
the Easter Vigil as a solemn and central moment of
initiation had vanished. By the early 1950s it was a
minor moment in parish life, celebrated on Holy Sat-
urday morning, usually with only the priests and a
handful of invited guests. Most people understood it
as necessary only for blessing the paschal candle and
preparing the Easter water. People who were chil-
dren during World War II sometimes remember that
the weekly noontime test of the air-raid sirens on
Holy Saturday signaled the end of Lent.

Today, of course, we see Holy Saturday as en-
tirely within the paschal fast, and hardly the time for
children to be tearing through the plastic grass look-
ing for jelly beans and chocolate eggs. These memo-
ries point to a total collapse of the once-central litur-
gies of the Christian year. This impoverishment of
the liturgy was mostly an accident of history. The
root cause was the loss of Lent as a time focused on
the final formation of catechumens for the Easter
sacraments. By 1880, scholars began to piece togeth-
er a vision of what once had been, and slowly, at first
in a handful of monasteries in Europe, pieces of the
tradition were rediscovered and celebrated.

In Bible Study every Thursday at 6:00 pm

The Jr. Daughters: Little Flowers Court #12 are still collect-
ing pull tabs off can drinks. “Ronald McDonald” houses are
in the back of the church.

PRAY FOR US

Geraldine Bell
Richard Camble, Jr.
Zula Comeaux

Walter Lewis
Catherine Murray
Joyce Decuir

Viola Landry
John Paul Moore
Loriene Perry

Diane Edwards Martha Proctor Cenia Richard
Patsy Irvin James Raby Vivian LeDuff
Ora Lee Jordan Maria Rice Rebecca Nelson

Ceola Marcelle
Mildred Anderson
Charles Taylor

Frazier Jordan
Elizabeth Whitfield
Rosemary Daniels

Whitney Robiho
Shelvia Stewart
Mary Johnson
Myrtle Moran




Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 22, 2017

PSR News

January 22, 2017 - Today is the third Sunday in Ordinary Time.
In today's first reading we hear the Profit Isaiah discuss the the
land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali. These are but two of
the twelve tribes of Israel. Do you know who Israel is and how he
got his name? Can you name the other ten tribes? Can you identi-
fy the tribe where Jesus is from?

Diocese of Baton Rouge Catholic Youth Conference (DYC) will
take place on February 18, 2017. Currently we have approximate-
ly 10 Jr. high and high school students registered to participate.
The early bird registration fee is $35/person.

January 29 - February 4, 2017 is Catholic Schools Week.
Through Catholic education, children benefit from the religious
guidance, prayer, and the support the parishes provide to build a
strong faith-based community. By focusing on faith, knowledge,
and service, the children learn the importance of family, commu-
nity, and serving others.

Stewardshi
January 15, 2017

Regular Collection
$7,675.82
Parish Needs
$340.00
Food Pantry
$125.00

T

St. Francis Xavier Food Bank: is in
need of non-perishables to assist the

needy in our community. Please do

T e
57
0\0/' nate: Canned Corn, Peas, String

Beans, Carrots, Fruit, Chili, Pasta, Grits, Cereal,
Tuna, Rice, Bread, Soup, Soap, Tooth Paste, Deo-
dorant etc. We also accept monetary donations to
purchase food.

2017 marks the 175th Anniversary of the founding of the
Sisters of the Holy Family of New Orleans. We will honor
them on the weekend of February 11 & 12. Our second
collection that weekend will be designated for the Sisters.
We will honor them at the 8am Mass followed by a
breakfast in the cafeteria. The Sisters have been here in
Baton Rouge even before the establishment of our school
in 1920. Pease make plans to join us in honoring them on
the weekend of February 11 & 12.

Principal of the Year

Our Principal, Ms. Paula Fabre has been chosen
by the Catholic Schools Office of the Diocese of
Baton Rouge as Principal of the Year for 2016-
2017. Congratulations to her. We are grateful to
her for her untiring dedication and commitment
to the children of our school. We are blessed to
have her as principal of St. Francis Xavier
School.

Parish Council Elections
We are accepting nominations for three
seats on the Parish Pastoral Council. Nomi-
nation forms are available at the entrance of
the church. Nomination forms may be sub-
mitted until January 29. Elections will be
held on the weekend of February 11-12.
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DearParishioners,

Thank you for your thoughts, prayers,
words of encouragement and all your
kind deeds during the illness and pass-
ing of my husband, Tex Turner. He
dearly loved his church and that means
each of you.

Blessings,

Lorina

New Church Pews & Flooring

We have begun a pledge campaign to raise $100,000 ($60,000 pews & $40,000 flooring) to replace our
pews and flooring. In order to begin the project we need the cash on hand. Please prayerfully consider a
generous pledge to this important project in preparation of our 100th Anniversary in 2018. Please turn in

your pledge commitment form by November 28, 2016.
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